
 
 
 
 

Dipartimento Interaziendale di Nefrologia Dialisi e Trapianto Renale 
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Prof. K. Dickstein 
Immediate Past-President of the HFA of the ESC 
Chairman of the HFA Nominating Committee 
 
Subject: Application to the Board of the Heart Failure Association 
 
Dear Sir, 
With this letter I intend to put forward my candidature for the position of Member of the Board of the Heart Failure 
Association (position in the Clinical Section). According to the procedure requested I submit a short CV. 
 
Actual Position: 
Dr. Claudio Ronco (Date of  birth: July 12, 1951,  Citizenship: Italy) 
Director of Department of  Nephrology Dialysis and Renal Transplantation, St. Bortolo Hospital Vicenza – Italy,        
Tel +39 0444 753869, Fax +39 0444 753949, e-mail cronco@goldnet.it  
 
Education :  
            High School  Diploma at Vicenza  Classic Lyceum “A.Pigafetta” in 1970 with the score: 45/60. Graduated in 
Medicine at University of Padua in 1976 with the score 110/110 and magna cum laude (merit)  
  
Postgraduate training:   
Residency and Internship: Division of Internal Medicine of the St. Bortolo Hospital in Vicenza, Italy. 
In 1979 Specialization Diploma in Nephrology at The postgraduate school of Padua, with the score 70/70   
In 1989 Diploma of Specialization in Pediatric Nephrology at University of Naples with the score 70/70. 
1982: Visiting Fellow at the Mount Sinai Hospital in New York,  
1984: Visiting Physician at the Mount Sinai Hospital In New York and VA Hospital in Los Angeles for two weeks. 
1985: Visiting professor at the Nephrology Division of the George Washington University Hospital, Washington DC, 
1988: Visiting professor at the Renal and Hypertension Division of George Washington University for three months  
1991: Visiting Professor at the Renal and Hypertension Division of George Washington University for three months  
1995: Visiting Professor at the Renal and Hypertension Division of George Washington University for three months  
1999-2000 Professor of Medicine at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, New York, NY, USA. 
1999-2000 Director of Renal Laboratory at Beth Israel Medical Centre of New York, and professor of Medicine at 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine, New York, USA. 
From 2002 Director of Department of Nephrology Dialysis and Transplantation, St. Bortolo Hospital Vicenza, Italy 
 
Teaching acitivity and Academic Qualifications :   
1978 to 1984 in charge of the teaching program of Nephrology and Dialysis at Professional Nursing School in Vicenza.  
Since 1989 in charge of teaching “Dialytic therapy” at Specialization School in Medical Nephrology of Padua. 
1999-2000, appointed as Professor of Medicine at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine of New York  
Since 2001 Professor of Medicine at the University of Bologna (program for RRT in the critically ill patient). 
2007-2010 Visiting professor at the University of Virginia. 

 
Publications :   
Professor Ronco is Author of 960 papers, 78 book chapters and 59 books. 

 
Lectures at Universities :   
Professor Ronco has delivered more than 600 lectures in international conferences and more than 200 lectures in 
different universities; among them: University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Miami University, Miami. 
University of California at Los Angeles, UCLA. Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden, Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, 
Ohio. University of Quebec, Montreal, Canada. Royal College of Physicians, Edmonton, Canada, Freiburgh University, 
Freiburgh, Germany. Aachen University, Aachen, Germany. Università degli studi di Napoli. Hospital Necker, Paris 
France. Hospital La Peironie, Montpellier, France. Hospital Pitie-Salpetriere, Paris France. Hospital de la cité Lyon, 
France. George Washington University, Washington DC. Georgetown University, Washington DC. Università degli 
studi di Milano. Università degli studi di Bologna. Università degli studi di Torino. Università degli studi di Roma. 
Moskow University, U.S.S.R.. Beijin University, PR of China. . University of Vienna, Austria. University of Lisbon, 
Portugal. University of Jakarta, Indonesia. Karolinska Instituted, Stockholm, Sweden.. University of Barcelona, Spain. 
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New York University, New York, USA. University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, USA. University of Chicago, 
Chicago, IL, USA. Shanghai Fudan University, Shanghai, PRC. University of Hong Kong, PRC.  

 
Areas of interest and research 
In 1978 he introduced in Italy the use of continuous hemofiltration  and in 1986 he published the first series of neonates 
treated with arteriovenous hemofiltration. In 1985 He contributed to the introduction in Europe of high flux dialysis and 
derived therapies. He also established the dangerous effect of backfiltration in a contaminated dialysis fluid condition. 
He has conducted a series of clinical and experimental researches in the following fields: - Kinetics of fluid and solute 
removal in peritoneal dialysis and hemodialysis. - Treatment of Acute renal failure with intermittent and continuous 
therapies. - Renal replacement therapy in the neonate. - Development of new treatment modalities for acute and chronic 
renal failure. - Studies on biomaterials. - Studies on glomerular filtration in humans and renal functional reserve. - Renal 
physiology in pregnancy. - Hydraulics and flow dynamics in the extracorporeal circulation. - Adequacy of dialysis. - 
Acid-Base Balance in uremia and dialysis. - Acute renal failure and Critical Care Nephrology. -Use of sorbents in 
hemodialysis therapy. – Cardio-Renal Syndromes and renal dysfunction in heart failure. – Biomarkers of AKI 
Professor Ronco has bridged the knowledge between engineering and medicine and also between intensive care 
medicine and nephrology over the years. 
 
Professional and Scientific Society Membership/Editorial duties:  
Professor Ronco has been or is member of the council of the following scientific  societies: International Society of 
Nephrology, Italian Society of Nephrology, International Society for Peritoneal Dialysis, International commission on 
Acute renal failure in disaster areas (ISN). He is member in the council of the International Society of Nephrology with 
chair of the membership committee, Founding member of ADQI, Founding member of AKIN 
President of the International Society for Hemodialysis 
Editor Emeritus of the International Journal of Artificial Organs  
Editor in Chief of  Contributions to Nephrology 
Editor in Chief  of Blood Purification 
Editorial board member of  American Journal of kidney Diseases. Advances in renal replacement therapies. Blood 
Purification. Clinical Journal of the American Society of Nephrology. Clinical Intensive Care,. Clinical Nephrology. 
Critical Care. Contributions to Nephrology. International Journal of Artificial Organs. Giornale Italiano di Nefrologia 
(section editor). Intensive Care Medicine. Journal of Organ Dysfunction. Nature Clinical Practice in Nephrology. 
Nephrology Dialysis and Transplantation. Seminars on Dialysis. Experimental Nephrology. Journal of Nephrology. 
Kidney International. Nephron. Clinical Journal of the American Society of Nephrology. 
  
Awards and honors:  

1983 Schwartz Award, for the best paper of the year, Italy. 
1984 G.F. Volpato Grant for the best research project on acute renal failure in Italy 

      1989 Best paper Prize at the Italian Society of nephrology meeting. 
1991 ESAO RESEARCH AWARD for the best paper presented at the European Society for Artificial Organs. 
1996 Arturo Borsatti Award of Padova University as a best nephrologist of the year 
2004 Lifetime Achievement Award, San Antonio Texas, USA 
2004 International medal of Excellence from National Kidney Foundation, USA 
2004 Carrier Award Onorary membership “Socio de honor” of the Spanish Society of  Nephrology 
2005 Nominee for the medal of excellence of the American Association of Kidney Patients 
2009 International Society of Nephrology “Bywaters Award”  
2009 Honorary member of SEDYT  

 
Organization of scientific events: 

 He has organized several congresses and meetings in the area of nephrology and Intensive care. 
 1982: International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 

1982: CAVH Symposium, New York 
1982: International Conference on hemofiltration, Cortina 
1984: Symposium on Continuous Therapies, Aachen 
1984: Congresso Società Italiana di Nefrologia, Abano Terme 
1985: Second International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
1986: International Symposium on CAVH, Vicenza 
1987: Symposium on Continuous Therapies, Ft. Lauderdale 
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1988: Comprehensive update in Nephrology and Hypertension, Miami 
1988: Annual Meeting of International Society of Blood Purification, Vicenza 
1988: Third International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
1990: Symposium on Continuous Therapies, Baden-Vienna 
1991: Fourth International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
1994: Fifth International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
1994: Satellite Symposium on Continuous Hemofiltration, Vienna 
1995: Conference on CRRT,  San Diego, USA (program and events) 
1995: Incontro sulla farmacoeconomia nel servizio sanitario moderno, Vicenza. 
1996: Meeting Internazionale sugli schemi dialitici, Perugia 
1997: CRRT conference, San Diego, USA (program and events) 
1997: Sixth International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
1998: First International Course on Critical Care Nephrology, Vicenza 

 1999: International Symposium on Continuous Hemofiltration, Darmstadt, Germany 
 2000: 7th International course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
 2000 ADQI meeting in New York 
 2001: Second International Course on Critical Care Nephrology, Vicenza 
 2001: International Course on Critical Care Nephrology 
 2002: ADQI Meeting, Vicenza 
 2002: 1st International Course on Hemodialysis Technology, Vicenza 
 2002: Colloqui Nefrologici Vicentini, Vicenza 
 2003: 8th International Course on Peritoneal Dialysis, Vicenza 
 2003 ADQI meeting in Miami 
 2004: International Course on Critical Care Nephrology, Vicenza Italy 
 2004: ADQI meeting in Vicenza 
 2005: International course on Hemodialysis, Vicenza Italy 
 2006: International Vicenza Course on Peritoneal Dialysis 
 2007: International Vicenza Course on Critical Care Nephrology 

2008: First Congress of the International Society for hemodialysis, Vicenza Italy 
2008: International Vicenza Course on Hemodialysis, Vicenza, Italy 
2008: International ADQI conference on cardio-renal syndromes, Venice, Italy 
2008 : International course on renal transplantation, Vicenza, Italy   
2008: CRRTeams, Pittsburgh, USA 
2009 : International Vicenza Course on Peritoneal Dialysis 
2009 : CRRTeams, Pittsburgh, USA 
2009 : First New York Vicenza joined Symposium, New York, USA  
He is member of several advisory groups for International Guidelines, clinical trials and dialysis research such 
as ADQI, AKIN, KDOQI, KDIGO. 

 
Overall Contribution to Nephrology: 
Professor Ronco’s contributions over the past 30 years has been various in the fields of Hemodialysis, Peritoneal 
Dialysis, Nephrology. In particular, his contribution on acute renal failure has had an important impact in patients with 
acute kidney injury due to his involvement in  several technological advancements, numerous clinical investigation and 
extremely important educational initiatives that have allowed the development of a new generation of clinicians and 
basic science investigators. These contributions have had a tremendous impact on the advancement of diagnosis, 
prevention and treatment of acute kidney injury. There was no critical care nephrology before he started using this term 
in the editorials, books, courses and training initiatives. Dr. Ronco  founded the Acute Dialysis Quality Initiative 
(ADQI) and the Acute Kidney Injury Network (AKIN) and these initiatives have resulted in important developments 
such as Critical Care Nephrology courses, the RIFLE AKI criteria, new conceptual models of AKI, multi-organ support 
therapy (MOST), the seminal paper on Drug Dosing in renal replacement therapy, the BEST Kidney trial and several 
others. It is due to this lifetime of accomplishment that Dr Ronco is being recognized by receiving the 2009 
Shire/Bywaters Award. 
In other fields Professor Ronco had the merit to create a bridge between engineering and nephrology helping the 
development of new technologies such as hemodiafiltration, pediatric hemofiltration, peritoneal dialysis technology and 
in the recent years the research towards the wearable artificial kidney. 
 

Vicenza February 9, 2010


